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This Teacher's Guide is designed to be used in the classroom along with The Rep’s Play Guide for Miss Bennet: 1.) Adapting and Modernizing a Play
Christmas at Pemberley. These are some suggested activities for your classroom. The Play Guide is available online at 2.) Researchin g Reg ency En g land

3.) Using Voice in Letter Writing

https://www.milwaukeerep.com/Tickets-Events/201819-Season/Miss-Bennet-Christmas-At-Pemberley/Miss-Bennet-Christmas-At-Pemberley-PlayGuide/

1. Should finding love be an ultimate goal in life? Why or why not? What other things are
important to have a “successful” life?

2. What expectations should families have for each other? How much should one’s family
help dictate their choices?

3. What expectations do you feel society, family, your peers, etc. place on you because of
your gender? What are your thoughts about these expectations?

4. Have you ever had an experience that changed the way you viewed the world or your life?
What was it and how did it change your perception of yourself and others?

5. What is the correlation between wealth and opportunity in life? Is wealth necessary to
have opportunities? Why or why not?

AUSTEN'S LANGUAGE -~~~

Before attending the play, either read the book or a passage from Pride and Prejudice aloud to the class. Discuss Austen’s use of language. Do you
notice any patterns or rhythms to the speech of the characters? How is_the dialogue different than haw we speak today? How would you
characterize the people in this story? What might we expect when we see the play?

PRIDE AND PREJUDICE IN POP CULTURE

Many adaptations and pieces inspired by Pride and Prejudice have been made throughout the years, including Miss Bennet: Christmas at Pemberley.
View one of these adaptations as a class after reading Pride and Prejudice or the synopsis in the PlayGuide (see Play Guide for some suggestions of
films to view). Have students create a compare and contrast chart between the world created by Austen, the world created by the
filmmakers/television producers, and the world created by the playwrights. How does the story that Austen created 200 years ago translate to a
different context? How true to the style of Austen do the playwrights of Miss Bennet stay? Compare the play, the novel, and the adaptation you've
examined.

HOLIDAY:TRADITIONS - ot e o e e an 22 S A e

In Christmas at Pemberley, Elizabeth introduces a Christmas tree into the family celebrations, a tradition that had not yet come into widespread
fashion throughout England. Students can research the origin of one of their favorite holiday traditions (any holiday is fine!). Where did the
tradition originate? Why? How has it changed over time and place?

After students have finished their research, have them complete a visual aid and an oral presentation to share with the class. Explore the various
traditions together, and learn more about each other’s families and backgrounds!
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LETTERWRITING ------------mnmmmmsmm oo s e oo n oo

Letters and letter writing is important in the play, and lead to some misunderstandings and mishaps between the characters. Have students write
a letter in the voice of one of the characters in the play. To whom are they writing? What are they writing about? What might the outcome be? Once
students have written their letters, have them share with a partner or the class in their best oral interpretation of the character they have chosen!

TRY YOUR HAND AT ADAPTING -~~~ === mmmoo oo oe oo

Have students review one of the scenes from the play as a class. Then break students into small writing groups. In their groups, students should
rewrite the scene, bringing it into a contemporary context.

After students have rewritten the scene, they should rehearse and then share their scene with the class. Discuss each scene after it is presented.
Which elements of the scene were important to keep? How did the group modernize the scene for our time? What was most effective in
modernizing the scene? What themes or ideas resonate with the audience in the new scene?

RESEARCHING THE REGENCY ---------------cooooooo

In partners, have students research an element of culture in Regency England to better
understand the historical context of the play (the PlayGuide can help with some of this).
Some topics to start with: The Prince Regent, gender roles, the economy, British social
classes, Jane Austen, holiday celebrations, international relations, etc. Once students have
done some research, have each partner group share their findings with the class
incorporating performance and an artistic representation of their topic. Students can think
about theatrical design elements in presenting their topic. How might this information
increase our understanding of the play?
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